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8.3 SUPERVISION OF CHILDREN ON OUTINGS AND VISITS


Written by: Claire Toms and Tina Alder                                                                          Date: 1.09.22 – reviewed 28.8.25




Policy Statement
Children benefit from being taken outside the setting on visits or trips to local parks or other suitable venues, which enhance their learning and development. We ensure that all outings are well-planned, safe, and appropriately supervised, and that staff, volunteers, and parents are aware of their responsibilities.

Procedures
Parental Consent
· Parents provide general consent on registration for their children to take part in local short outings as part of daily activities.
· For specific trips, individual consent may be sought.
Supervision Ratios
· Pre-school children: Only taken on outings when accompanied by a parent or designated adult.
· Nursery children: Short walks around the local area are supervised at a ratio of at least 1 adult to 4 children.
· All adults accompanying children have undergone DBS checks and are aware of safeguarding procedures.
Preparation and Safety
· All outings are planned in advance with a written risk assessment identifying potential hazards and control measures.
· Children are prepared in advance, made aware of expectations for behaviour, and reminded of safety rules.
· First aid equipment, mobile phone, whistle, emergency contact numbers, and other essential items (e.g., camera if required for educational purposes) are taken on each outing.
· A trained first aider accompanies the children on all trips.
During the Outing
· Staff continuously supervise children, ensuring that ratios are maintained and that children are within sight and hearing at all times.
· Children are reminded to follow instructions, stay with the group, and avoid unsafe behaviour.
· Staff follow procedures for managing emergencies, including lost child, injury, or other incidents, as outlined in the setting’s Emergency Procedures.
After the Outing
· A debrief and review is conducted to assess any safety concerns or areas for improvement.
· Any incidents or near-misses are recorded in the Incident Book and reported to the manager.

Summary Table for Outings:
	Child Age
	Statutory Ratio (Outings)
	Notes

	Under 2 years
	1:3
	High supervision needed

	2 years
	1:4
	Safer than 1:5 for outings

	3–4 years
	1:8
	Include competent adults, review risk assessment

	5 years+
	1:8–1:13
	Depends on setting and outing risk
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